
Hillside Elementary School 
PTO BOARD MEETING 

 

 

Minutes Date: Tuesday, October 6, 2020 Time: 6:30 pm             Zoom Virtual 

Meeting called by Kate Miller and Tracy Fauls 

Type of meeting PTO Board Meeting 

Facilitator Kate Miller and Tracy Fauls 

Meeting Minutes by Steph Costabile 

Attendees 
Steph Costabile, Kate Miller, Tacy Fauls, Krishna Patel, Jami Barnett, Jacqui Cosgrove, Molly 
Bogan, Shannon Murtaugh, Janet Malin, Michele Staves 

 
 
Agenda Topics 

 

Call to Order/Welcome  

Discussion September minutes were approved and sent into record. 

 

President’s Report  Kate Miller/Tracy Fauls 

Discussion  

Teacher appreciation signs were a big success!  No need for another push.  Jacqui noted that no check was received yet, so Kate will 
follow up.  Jami said that her school beatification project could use a few signs for outside of the school.  Can possibly use leftover 
signs never picked up.   
 
Possible idea for a virtual BINGO social event that was discussed with Radnor’s PTO.  

 

Principal’s Report  Michele Staves 

Discussion  

Michele Staves discussed the beginning of hybrid learning, which was slated to begin on October 12th.  There has been a lot of info 
going home to parents about the transition and Michele is available and happy to answer any questions by email or phone as the 
transition progresses. 
 
The Buddy Program is up and running to help new families meet other Hillside families/students.  There will be tours of Hillside 
offered for new students on Monday 10/12 and Thursday 10/15. 
 
Michele appreciates the masks purchased by the PTO for the students.  A mask will be waiting for each student on his or her first 
day back at Hillside. 
 
Michele would also like to try to put something together for Pride Day.  Getting ideas together. 

 

 

 



Treasurer’s Report  Jacqui Cosgrove 

Discussion  

September spend was over budget due to the following: 

• Masks- $3K 

• Upkeep for website (budget shifting) 

• 4th Grade yearbook- $3K 
 
We saved $1,200 on Pride Day and Orientation Day spends that were unable to occur due to COVID.   
 
The assignment books budgeted for in September will hit in October. 
 
No movement on fieldtrip account.   
  
No income from the school store or spiritwear.   
 
The October big spends will be $2K in building beautification and $3K in class funds for teachers. 
 

  

Communication’s Report  Molly Bogan/Shannon Murtaugh 

Discussion  

Shannon now has ownership of the Communications email boxes.  Molly and Shannon are now dividing and conquering the 
Communications duties. 
 
They have updated the website, links on the website, and streamlined it.    Also updated the reading recommendations on the 
website. 
  

 

School Service’s Report  Jami Barnett-Gallagher 

Discussion  

Kelly Daly has gotten a great response as the new homeroom parent coordinator.  She has volunteers for all classes except 2- 
kindergartens classes and 1- 4th grade class. 
 
The Buddy Program is going well so far and there are enough volunteers.   Maybe any extra volunteers from the Buddy Program/HR 
Parent can help with the virtual bookfair or other events. 
 
Michele Staves brought up Halloween and discussed possible ideas for Halloween parades/celebrations.  TBD. 
 
Teacher Appreciation Lunch- discussed options to have boxed lunches delivered.  Jami is going to follow-up with Kristen Kelly to see 
if she wants help with the luncheon and talk about the options. 
 
Michele Staves has reached out to Barksdale for info on possibility of school pictures.  Based on what she hears we can move 
forward and then discuss yearbooks as well.   
 

 

Cultural Art’s Report  Janet Malin 

Discussion  

Nothing to report. 

 



Fundraising’s Report  Krishna Patel 

Discussion  

The Directory is live with the student and teacher’s directories.  Made $900 on ads.  Kate suggested sending an email to remind 
parents that the Directory is live and is being offered this year for free. 
 
Clothable, the vendor for online spiritware, recently emailed Krishna that they are not accepting anymore orders.  After working 
with them for a while on designs, she now might have to start over with a new company.  Therefore, October is not going to be a 
Spiritwear push month.   
 
Bookfair- Krishna will connect with Alison to discuss the virtual bookfair. 
 
Friends of Hillside-  Krishna feels that because of the tough year, we might not raise the budgeted amount we anticipated.  She 
estimated maybe only $5k/$10K budgeted.  November/December will be the big push for Friends of Hillside donations.  Maybe we 
can put something on the website to encourage donations, like a graph of target and donations to date. 

  

Adjournment  

Discussion The meeting was adjourned at 7:50pm 

Next meeting is November 10th 9:45am. 

 


