
Hillside Elementary School 
PTO BOARD MEETING 

 

 

Minutes Date: February 7, 2020 Time: 1pm HES Teacher’s Lounge 

Meeting called by Kathleen Thomas 

Type of meeting PTO Board Meeting 

Facilitator Kathleen Thomas 

Meeting Minutes by Colleen Decker 

Attendees 
Colleen Decker, Jacqueline Cosgrove, Kathleen Thomas, Molly Bogan, Janet Malin, Kate Miller, 
Jeanne Braun, Amy Langan, Emily Phelan, Natalie Hoffmann, Jen Gaiski, Yvette Hope Kaplan, Jami 
Barnett, Dr. Torres, Michele Staves 

 
 
Agenda Topics 

 

Call to Order/Welcome  

Discussion January minutes were approved and sent into record. 

 

Principal’s Report Mrs. Michele Staves 

Discussion Mrs. Staves gave her report 

Rainforest day for 1st grade was on 2/7 and was a success. 

Chinese New Year celebration for 2nd grade last week – paper cutter was very popular. 

George and Martha Washington visited 4th graders. 

Dino dig assemble coming soon. 

Thank you to all parent volunteers who help make every event successful. 

Valentine’s Day parties will be Friday 2/14 – reminder that no food items are to be sent in. 

Talent Show preview Day 2/19 

Teacher Appreciation Breakfast 2/21 – please spread the word to sign up for food. 

Wizards assembly 2/24 through FLITE. 

Conference days at the end of February for winter conferences.  Parents able to schedule conferences now. 

Sweetheart dance was 1/31 - it was a success. (see social) 

 
 

 

 



President’s Report  Kathleen Thomas 

Discussion  

District Initiatives 
Dr. Torres and Jeanne Braun were present to discuss the district’s move toward “all gender” events.  Mark Cataldi and Dr. Gusick 
presented this at the January PTO president’s meeting.  This school year, HES’ only gender exclusive event was the Sweetheart 
Dance.  Discussion ensued regarding steps for next school year. 
 
Michele praised our PTO for moving toward this in small steps (changing the title from Daddy/Daughter dance to Sweetheart 
Dance).  She has spoken with other district principals to gauge how this exclusivity could be problematic for a public school.  It 
comes down to evolving gender roles and gender identity, therefore the district must move to include all genders at any event.   
Dr. Torres said that it is “all about inclusivity”.  Such an event could also exclude certain girls who simply don’t like dressing up.  
There are “resiliency programs” in middle and high school, and there is a possibility of them starting at the elementary level. 
 
Molly discussed her son’s disappointment at being excluded from the Sweetheart Dance.  She also explained that while there are 
processes to cover price of admission for those economically disadvantaged, what about the clothes, flowers, and other expenses?  
Laura agreed that we need to also think about those with physical and economic disabilities which could seem exclusive.  Amy 
discussed her disapproval of all-inclusive dances at this age and will miss the tradition of the Sweetheart dance for her daughter. 
She posed the question about what will happen to nationally recognized programs such as Girl Scouts and Girls on the Run.  Jeanne 
explained that these organizations are not district-run.  She believes that female empowerment and gender sensitivity can be 
mutual.  It was explained that these outside organizations are still able to rent space within T/E. 
 
Discussion about attending school board meetings versus committee meeting occurred.  It was suggested to encourage families to 
join committees and attend those meetings as well as school board meeting.  Parent Janet mentioned that she has started attending 
board meetings and is happy to report back to the PTO.  Jeanne explained that there is a deeper discussion and planning that occurs 
within the committee meetings.  There is no deliberation in the school board meetings, and it is difficult to raise new topics.   It was 
suggested that it is always beneficial to email the board with topics or questions.  Only 25% of taxpayers have school age children, 
so it is imperative that we are present and have a voice for our school. 
 
Even though committee and school board meetings are emailed every Friday night through the district, it was suggested that we 
also send through Hillside Highlights as another reminder to parents.  Dr. Torres explained, however, that not all committees are 
public (Curriculum Committee for example).   
 
A question was asked about the Threat Assessment Protocol.  Meeting minutes will be online, and it is still in policy mode. 
 
Emily asked how we can “advertise” for community events within the school.  Molly stated that there is a “community” section in 
the Hillside Highlights, and all of these need to be approved by Mark Cataldi.  Can we reorganize this section to make it clearer for 
parents? Organizations such as BUILD FLITE, T&E Cares, ARCH are district-run, so there is no prior approval necessary for posts 
within the Highlights.  
 

 

Social Functions  

Discussion 

See principal’s report for past events. 
Upcoming events: 
Staff breakfast: 2/21/20 
Ice Skating event 2/28/20 
Phillies “Phamily” Day – 4/18/20.  Fliers sent home. 
 
Sweetheart dance: Successful dance with an estimated profit of $2100 and 125 students attending. Thank you to Karole, Tracy, 
Jackie and all of the volunteers who made this a successful fundraiser event.  
 
Discussion about Pizza Bingo occurred.  Amy said the event was run extremely well this year.  The volunteers did an EXCELLENT job 
executing the event in the space they were given.  Her concern is that the HES event is 'lost' as not being held at HES.  And, for a 
school that splits - it might be uncomfortable for a future VFMS student to be at TEMS (and vice versa if we held this event at 
VFMS).   Could we split the times to accommodate families to all participate at HES? 



 Jacqui will take this into consideration.  Apparently, it has been at Conestoga in the past. 
 
Emily brought up Halloween parades and perhaps we can invite K-1 parents in the am and 2-4 parents in the pm, but ALL students 
parade?  This eliminates the parents having to come to the school twice.  Trunk or Treat was brought up, but our parking lot is too 
small. The board needs further discussion regarding these events. (Fun Run, Pizza Bingo, dance) 

  

Vice President of Cultural Arts Natalie Hoffmann, Maureen Sweet, Holly Tomlinson 

Discussion  

“Bad Reputation” animal assembly is retired – Dino Dig will take its place. 
Mayhem Poets 3/18 
Delta Irish Dancing scheduled for fall 2021.   
Theme week this year will feature the Walnut Street Theater. 
 
Also see principal’s report for more details on past and upcoming CA events. 

 

Treasurer  Emily Phelan & Steve Rayme  J  

Discussion   

    Steve sent financials to the board.             

 

Vice President of Fundraising  Laura Dimery, Krishna Patel   J  

Discussion  

FUN RUN discussion.  It was noted that this is a loved event as it brings the community together.  Perhaps we consider running our 
own “Fun Run” next year, without the added cost of the Boosterthon.  Devon Elementary has done this in the past.  Focus will be 
more on community rather than a large fundraiser.  Laura noted that parents still ask to simply write a check rather than get 
involved in numerous fundraisers. 
 
Amy suggested car magnets for those who donate.   
 

 

Vice President of Membership & Services Kate Miller & Tracy Fauls 

Discussion  

Hearts for Hillside 2/24/20 
Veggie Club to begin in March 

 

New Business    

Discussion Programming for 2020/2021 was discussed.  See programming document. 
 
 
 

 

Adjournment  

Discussion The meeting was adjourned at 2:25pm 

Next meeting: Tuesday March 3, 2020 at 6:30pm 
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