
Hillside Elementary School 
PTO BOARD MEETING 

 

 

Minutes Date: February 15, 2019 Time 9:00am HES Teacher’s Lounge 

Meeting called by Kathleen Thomas 

Type of meeting PTO Board Meeting 

Facilitator Kathleen Thomas 

Meeting Minutes by Colleen Decker 

Attendees 
Colleen Decker, Tracy Johnson, Sarah Windlow Samu, Kate Kilgarriff, Natalie Hoffmann, Kate 
Miller, Michele Staves, Diane Cohle, Charlene Briggs-Blomer, Kathleen Thomas, Jessica Sontag 

 
 
Agenda Topics 

 

Call to Order/Welcome  

Discussion January minutes were approved and sent into record. 

 

 

Principal’s Report Mrs. Diane Cohle 

Discussion Mrs. Cohle gave her report 

Diane discussed her bittersweet retirement on June 30th and introduced her successor, Michele Staves.  The transition has already 
begun.   
Staff breakfast was a success and highly appreciated. 
Rainforest is up in the 1st grade hallway. 
Fourth grade field trip upcoming to Valley Forge Park. 
2/22:  Fourth grade will have visitors from Conestoga students who are part of a “good choices” club 
2/22: Pink day to honor the late Mrs. Paster who passed away from breast cancer.  The Rachel Paster Helping Hands Cancer 
Foundation raises money to help cancer patients and their families pay for medical expenses. 
Conferences coming up 2/27 – 3/1. 
3/5: Author visit (Jen Bryant) 
3/14:  PALS fair for 4th grade 
3/19: Group picture day 
3/22: 1st grade performance 
 
 

 
 

 

President’s Report Kathleen Thomas 

Discussion  

PTO board positions secured (2019-2020) at this time. 
 



Committee Chairs/Volunteers: Each VP will be responsible for determining opening positions for next school year. One collective 
post will be published in highlights noting each respective chair to contact if interested. 
 
School Start Times:  
The Education Committee met on 2/14 and has voted to move forward with the proposed plan. 
The Committee really wants feedback from parents on how the proposed changes will affect them and if they support the initiative; 
the 1/10/19 Education Committee Meeting presentation can be found here: 
https://www.tesd.net/Page/15785 
The District’s webpage has links to the research supporting later start times:  https://www.tesd.net/Page/15786 
Official surveys will be designed and sent out to parents once the Education Committee votes to move forward with a plan.  Bussing 
continues to be one of the major hurdles as it could require additional funds that were not previously included in the budget 
  
Safe2Say Something (S2SS): 
State mandated anonymous reporting system for threats, violence, or suicide. It is ANONYMOUS but you will have to identify your 
school district. The program is designed for secondary education; not for elementary school students.  You can report through the 
S2SS app, website, or 24/7 Crisis Center.  
 
Diversity: 
Update on progress with Pacific Educational Group (PEG). 
 Trainings began for the Superintendent, Directors, and Principals in Summer 2018. 
 Trainings will continue and expand through Winter and Spring of 2019. 
 Historically, the District addressed diversity through “random acts of equity;” through this process, the District is “working to build a 
sustainable framework” for diversity and equity. 

 

 

Vice President of Social Functions Tracy Johnson 

Discussion Tracy presented her report 

 Sweetheart Dance:  
We had record attendance with 128 girls and 115 families in attendance.  Feedback has been amazing with the new DJ.  We are 
exploring a better way to do a photo booth due to long waits. Not sure if we’ll come up with a better solution without having two 
booths. We are also exploring the PTO buying coat racks since they weren’t fun to borrow and are relatively inexpensive.  There was 
some confusion about the invitees, as some flyers were sent home to boys as well – will clean this up for next year…possible new 
title for the dance: “Gals & Pals”?  We’d like to secure the DJ for next year and start the contract since he books up quickly. The date 
we are proposing is 1/31 with a snow date of 2/7. 
 
Villanova Game was a fun event!  The kids really enjoyed the post-game photo that will be in our yearbook. 
 
Staff Breakfast: Teachers were very appreciative of the families that brought breakfast in on 2/8. There’re still two more PTO 
opportunities to support teachers this year with our Staff Appreciation Week and our Staff Lunch on the last day of school. 
 
Skating Party- Flyers were sent home in book bags.  The event is 2/28 from 1:00- 2:30 pm.  This is not a fundraiser. 
 
4th Grade Celebration: Glenhardie was selected as the party location by the fourth-grade families.  Both the contracts for 
Glenhardie and the DJ are signed and deposits have been paid. 
 
Open positions: 
Fall Coffees 
 Staff Appreciation Lunch: co-chair needed as a shadow for 2019 to start co-chairing in 2020*** 
Talent Show: need at least 2 co-chairs 

 

Vice President of Cultural Arts Natalie Hoffmann 

Discussion Natalie presented her report 

We have had great success with our CA calendar this year.  
 



We have already had two of our three all school assemblies: Audiobody and Enchantment Theatre Company in the fall.  Audiobody, 
which combines electronic music and circus-style acrobatics, was our district block booking and offered an evening, sold-out 
performance of TE families in conjunction with their in-school shows.  Enchantment Theatre performed their interpretation of The 
Little Tailor in the Hillside cafeteria. Parents in attendance reported that the group was easy to work with and received an 
enthusiastic response from the children. Both Audiobody and Enchantment Theatre performed in November and did two 
performances.  
 
 We have the Academy of Natural Sciences coming in April to share their presentation called Amazing Adaptations with all Hillside 
students.  
 
In terms of grade level assemblies, only the 3rd grade assembly with The Bee Man has yet to be completed. It is scheduled for June 
3rd.  Kindergarten welcomed Carol Spacht as Mother Goose for their grade level assembly as usual. First grade enjoyed the Franklin 
Institutes Weather Show.  Second grade just celebrated Chinese New Year with Master Cheng (Chinese paper cutting), Hua Hua 
Zhang (shadow puppetry), and Bin Le (calligraphy). Due to rescheduling, we were able to add retired Hillside teacher Melba 
Matthews’ lesson on the abacus to the 2nd grade celebration. Fourth grade welcome Carol Spacht back to the school as Betsy 
Ross. These grade level assemblies are all excellent, educational, and fun. I will touch base with all the grade level lead teachers but, 
barring their request for a change, I imagine these will stay the same for next year.  This line-up includes all aspects of the cultural 
arts – music, arts, and science.  We are considering “Cello Fury” – another musical group from DELTA – for next year. 
 
Our authors visit will take place in March and Theme Week will round out 

of CA calendar in May. 

 

 

Treasurer                                                                                                                                                                   Emily Phelan & Steve Rayme  

Discussion   

Financials were disbursed electronically.  No news to report. 

 

 

Vice President of Fundraising                                                                                                                                                           Kate Kilgarriff 
  

Discussion Kate presented her report 

Fundraising mid-year update: Current fundraising total is 23,450; Friends of Hillside is 1280 as of 12/21 – however this number will 
increase due to corporate matched coming in). 
 
We discussed the profitability of the Barnes and Noble fundraiser.  They only give us 5% back as opposed to 25% in years past, and it 
relies heavily on parent volunteers.  One benefit is that the fourth-grade chorus performs.  We discussed having them perform at 
the HES Scholastic Book Fair in December.  Kate also proposed bringing the gift-wrapping opportunity there.  Kate to speak with 
Adam Haynes regarding this possible change. 
 
VP Fundraising transition role: Met 2/9. Transition Fun Run (Laura D/Krishna P). Planned meeting March 2019 to transition VP of 
fundraising review fundraising chair roles. Separate transition for directory ads (Laura D.). 2019/2020 chairs to attend March PTO 
meeting. 
 
 Art to Remember: Fundraiser coordinated by Mrs. Braun. Laura Mills to help publicize to school community. Art made by children 
is available to be placed on various collectible products should parents choose. $1170 (2017-18). Hoping for increased revenue 
with more publicity. 
 
Parent’s Night Out: Scheduled for 4/6/2019.   LaCabra is pretty straight forward- the event starts at 5:30 and they must write 
“Hillside Elementary” on the receipt to receive the 20% back to the school. Lifetime “Adventure Night” (the parent’s night out is 
privately run) is $25 with 20% given back to your program. This means that for each child that is signed up, Hillside Elementary will 
receive $5.00. The evening would run for 4 hours (5:00 PM - 9:00 PM) with a number of scheduled programs throughout the night. 
Lifetime has come up with the following as a tentative lesson plan for the evening. Schedule: 



5:00-5:15 Drop off/Onsite Registration/Free play 
5:15-5:30 Introduction of counselors and icebreakers 
5:30-6:15 Gym Games 
6:15-6:30 Bathroom/Hand washing break 
6:30-7:00 Pizza Party (children are permitted to have a 
packed dinner as well, should there be any reason they would not 
be partaking in pizza &amp; juice - snacks may also to be packed) 
7:00-7:30 Dance Party/Maze Play * 
7:30-8:15 Art/STEM Project (TBD) 
8:15-8:45 Gaga/Gym Games/Maze Play 
8:45-9:00 Free Play/Pick Up 
 
*Parents will need to notify Lifetime if anyone other than them will be picking up (grandparent, babysitter, etc.) At pick-up we will 
be checking IDs to ensure the children are going home with the proper adult(s). 
*Children are never forced to participate in activities, however they are encouraged to participate or given the opportunity to do 
something else. 
 
Family Paint Night: Kate was contacted by John Danielson, proprietor of Pinot’s Pallet.  John is a service disabled veteran who would 
like us to consider hosting a family paint night. Details: he charges $15 canvas 8x10. Recommends upcharge $5-10 for event sale. 
HES cafeteria. He brings 1-3 artists, they cover tables, bring materials. Sell 40-60 canvases $5 markup (200-300profit) $10 markup 
(400-600 profit). Sell pretzels/water at event=extra profit. 3-4 parent helpers to clean up. They can collect funds on their website or 
we can do through school. Event would be potentially be in late spring.  Tracy recommends putting a limit on the number of 
attendees, as this could get popular.  We discussed holding this event on the Friday of Theme Week, making the paintings “music 
themed” to coordinate with Theme Week.  Kate to reach out to Maureen. 
 

 

Vice President of Membership & Services Kate Miller & Tracy Fauls 

Discussion Kate Presented her report 

Special teachers/staff gift collection: team is set in place to develop a streamlined electronic process for next year. 
 
Open positions: Communications have been sent to the volunteer chairs to assess if they will be returning for next year. Kate and 
Tracy will advertise for new parent volunteers as needed. 

 

New/ Unfinished Business    

Discussion It was decided that the Hawk logo will be taken off any official paperwork…The Giraffe will take its 
place.  Tracy will reach out to Colene Kennedy about drawing a new logo. 
 
Discussed a possible “Meet and Greet” with Michele Staves…possibly during the Kindergarten 
orientation? 
 
Draft PTO events calendar.  Beata will circulate HES dates once established (estimated for April). 
Note: The incoming executive board is responsible for revising and/or approving the new budget, 
fundraising, social events and new in-school PTO funded activities. 
 
Fourth-grade party funds – Steve to change the financials to reflect the vote in November to move 
$900 to its own line item.  It is to be labeled 2017/18 to reflect that it was an old expense.   
 

 



Updates from Liaisons to outside organizations 

 

 

Adjournment  

Discussion The meeting was adjourned at 9:50 

Next meeting:  Wednesday March 27 at 6pm 

 

Discussion 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Art Goes to School 
We are right in the middle of bringing the program to Hillside.  Sessions started Monday, February 
11th and will finish up the end of Friday 15th.  So far it’s been a great success. This year the AGTS 
teachers are presenting 15 selected works of art dating back from 1658-2006. The paintings represent 
a wide variety of styles such as Folk, Expressionism, Surrealism, Neo-Dada and more by artists from all 
around the world as well as local artists from Bucks County and Philadelphia. The goal is to expose the 
children to fine art by making it accessible to look, listen and feel the art and I believe that’s been 
accomplished. 
 
ARCH (Area Residents Caring &amp; Helping) 

• Coalition of parents, educators, and community members; resources for parents regarding 
alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs (ATOD) and mental health 

• Results of the Pennsylvania Youth Survey (PAYS) are available on their website 
www.archcares.org 

• Their main fundraiser is “TE’s Got Talent;” which is produced every two years 

• Next meeting is Thursday 2/21 
 
BUILD T/E 

• Thursday 2/21 @ 7pm: Inclusion 101: What does inclusion really mean? Expert speaker, Dr. 
Christa Bialka. 

 
FLITE (The Foundation for Learning in Tredyffrin/Easttown) 

• FLITE vs. Wizards on March 22nd 
 
VFES 

• Created a garden with several raised beds 

• All grades participate in various aspects 

•  Funded by donations from parents and local businesses 

•  Families volunteer to care for the garden over the summer and can harvest produce during 
their “shift” 

• Also includes a weather station that was donated by a family; first grade teachers use this in 
conjunction with the weather curriculum 

 
VFMS 

• “Ryan’s Story: A Father’s Hard-Earned Lessons about Cyberbullying and Suicide” 
presentation in November 2018 

• Separate presentations for middle school students and for parents 

• Entire parent presentation can be found on the Ryan’s Story website: 
www.ryanpatrickhalligan.org 
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